Brazil Trip Ethnography
Fieldwork:

While in Brazil you are expected to record, describe, analyze, and eventually formulate a picture of a culture, or at least a part of it. You should make observations, conduct interviews, and collect information about their, behaviors, clothing, social structure, architecture, etc. All observations should be made with the intent to understand the impact of gender, class, and race in the community. After doing this fieldwork, you will prepare an ethnography, a description and analysis of a single society.

1. Mapping the community:

Draw the layout of the community, including the arrangement of shops and other buildings.

2. Architecture:

List the materials the buildings are made out of and describe the design of the buildings. 

3. Businesses:
List the items that are sold, what items are placed in which locations, and the cost of various items.

4. Clothing/Accessories:

Try to determine the materials used in making the clothing and accessories. What is the function of the clothing? Is it to cover, for style, etc? 

5. Language/Proxemics
One thing that has been found to be generally true is that the vast majority of people in every society are not aware of how they are using space. How people handle space in connection with their human interactions can silently “speak volumes.” Write about the frequency of people speaking, who chats with whom, nonverbal gestures that were used, and seating arrangements, keeping in mind if certain genders are speaking more than others.

6. Interview Questions: You will need to pick minimum of 3 people to interview using these    

    questions. 

• What do they value the most in their life? (This could be a person, object, faith, etc.)

• What would they like to change in their life? (This could be something about themselves, their family, their community, etc.)

• What is their favorite activity? (What do they like to do the most?)

7. Photographs: (minimum of 5 pictures)

Take photographs to enhance your observations and enable people to get a better idea about the culture you are trying to analyze.

Ethnography Paper:

Write about what you have discovered while observing this culture. Analyze the information you have collected by comparing and contrasting it with your culture and what you already know. This paper should be no more than 5 pages (including space for pictures). Final projects will consist of all notes and the final ethnography paper.

