American Century

Ch.13: The Great Depression, pp.416-449

Objectives:

Section 1

1.Describe how speculation and buying on margin lead to the stock market crash of 1929.

2.Explain how the crash triggered a national depression.

3.The crash exposed weaknesses and flaws in the US economy. Describe those flaws by looking at the chart on page 421.

4.What was Hoover’s response to the crash and subsequent depression? Was his response, in light of the times, adequate? Explain.

5.Why were Hoover’s actions considered to be too late?

6.Describe what the Bonus Army wanted, its tactics to achieve its goal, and the results of its being attacked/dispersed by the US Army.

7.Describe the 1932 presidential election.

Section 2

8.Describe how the Depression affected the rural portion of the US.

9. Explain how tenant farmers, mostly from the South, became unemployed.

10.Describe how the Depression affected urban areas in the US.

11.Decide which region-rural or urban-had it worse. Explain

12. Explain to me why my wife’s grandparents (who are in their 90s) had collected thousands of items in their home, sheds, and various buildings such as wooden boards that were over seventy years old and saved nearly 100 jars for storing food?

13.How were children and young people affected by the Depression?

14.Describe the ecosystem of the Great Plains and what became known as the Dust Bowl. (pp. 438-439)

15.What advice and techniques did the Soil Conservation Service give to these farmers in order to prevent further Dust Bowls?

Section 3

16.Explain how and why citizens still bought cars and appliances during the Depression.

17.Identify the modes of entertainment in the 1930’s AND how it helped people ‘escape.’

18.Describe the radio programs that people listened to AND how it shaped the television age.

19.Explain how the arts and literature that emerged in the 1930’s attempted to highlight the themes of social reform.

Terms:

Section 1

20.
Stocks

21.
Speculation

22.
Margin

23.
Hoover

Section 2

24.
Foreclosure 

25.
Penny auctions

26.
Okies

27.
Repatriation

28.
Hoovervilles

29.
Dust Bowl

Section 3

30.
Status symbol

31.
Talkies

32.
Gone With The Wind 

33.
Grapes of Wrath
