Chapter 20: Civil Rights Struggle, Essential Questions/Terms

Directions: In 2-3 paragraphs respond to each of these statements. These questions are addressed to the chapters as a whole, but particular sections may be more relevant to a particular question.

1. Why is the Brown v. Board case a landmark decision for civil rights in the U.S.? What, if anything, could the Supreme Court and/or President have done better to help integration take place?

2. What types of tactics were used by the various civil rights organizations? Which one do you feel worked the best and why? What forms of resistance emerged or reemerged during this time?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of nonviolent civil disobedience? Did nonviolent civil disobedience achieve its goal? Why or why not?

4. How did JFK use the issue of civil rights to help win the Presidency? How did his actions speak louder than his words? 

5. How was SNCC transformed from an activist group that chanted, “Freedom Now” to a group that proclaimed, “Black Power?” What events and people caused this to happen? 

Vocabulary: People and Concepts “You Have to Know”
1-2 Sentence Description of each

a. Thurgood Marshall                                       

b. Earl Warren                                                     

c. Southern Christian Leadership Conference      

d. Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee

e. Freedom Riders                                              

f. March on Washington 

g. Hubert H. Humphrey

h. Malcolm X

i. Black Panther Party

j. Kerner Report

